
C O L L E G E  of  P U B L I C  H E A LT H
T E M P L E  U N I V E R S I T Y

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH and  REHABILITATION SCIENCES

Program Director and Instructional Faculty
in Occupational Therapy

Temple Uni ver sit y  College of  Public  Health is  seek ing a dedic ated,  enthusia s t ic  
non-tenur e tr ac k f ac ult y  member and Pr ogr am Dir ec tor  for  our Occ upational  
T her apy educ ational  pr ogr am in our Depar tment of  Health and Rehabil i t at ion 
S cience s .  T his  r ole is  pi vot al  in  ensur ing compliance w ith A COT E s t andar ds and 
maint aining the integr it y  of  our pr ogr am. T he ideal  c andidate w ill  hold a doc tor al  
degr ee,  have extensi ve cl inic al  and adminis tr at i ve exper ience,  and demons tr ate a 
commitment to ac ademic excellence.  Empha sizing communit y-ba sed pr ac tice,  the 
Pr ogr am Dir ec tor  w il l  fos ter  innov ati ve par tner ships w ith loc al  or ganiz ations and 
agencie s ,  enhancing exper iential  lear ning oppor tunit ie s for  s tudent s and 
addr e s sing the needs of  di ver se populations .

The College of  Public  Health ’ s  mis sion is  to educ ate,  innovate,  and tr ansfor m to 
br ing about healthy,  equitable,  and thr iving communities .  We engage in 
inter pr ofe s sional  educ ation,  communit y and cl inic al  pr ac tice,  impac tf ul  r e sear c h,  
and ser v ice lear ning,  appr oac hing our wor k w ith c ultur al  humil it y  a s we ad voc ate 
for  posit i ve c hange and pr epar e leader s to addr e s s the mos t  pr e s sing is sue s of  
our t ime.  S ocial  jus t ice ha s alway s dr i ven our effor t s ,  and we under s t and that  
indi v idual  health outcome s ar e intr ic ately t ied to the lar ger s y s tems we inhabit .

QUALIFIC AT IONS
T he succe s s f ul  c andidate w ill  have a Doc tor al  degr ee,  a  c ur r ent  Penns y lv ania 
Occ upational  T her apis t  l icense or  el igibil i t y  for  suc h a l icense,  a  minimum of  eight  
year s of  cl inic al  pr ac tice exper ience and at  lea s t  thr ee year s of  adminis tr at i ve 
exper ience in pr ogr am planning,  per sonnel  management and budgeting,  a s well  
a s pr oven exper t ise in  teac hing r e sponsibil i t ie s and k now ledge of  occ upational  
ther apy c ur r ic ular  content.

T HE DEPAR T MEN T AND P ROGR AM
T he Depar tment of  Health and Rehabil i t at ion S cience s (HR S) is  unlike any other 
similar  depar tment in  the countr y.  L oc ated on a single ur ban c ampus in 
P hiladelphia,  the depar tment ’ s  f ac ult y  pr ov ide ins tr uc tion in 13 degr ee pr ogr ams 
including cl inic al  doc tor ate s in athletic  tr aining (pos t- pr ofe s sional),  
occ upational  ther apy (entr y-level  and pos t-pr ofe s sional),  and phy sic al  ther apy ;  a  
doc tor  of  philosophy in neur omotor science ;  ma s ter  of  science degr ee s in athletic  
tr aining,  r ecr eational  ther apy,  and neur omotor science ;  and under gr aduate 
degr ee s in health pr ofe s sions ,  health s tudie s ,  r ecr eational  ther apy,  k ine siolog y,  
and exer cise and spor t  science.  HR S also wor k s closely w ith discipl ine s in other 
depar tment s inc luding public  health,  nur sing,  social  wor k ,  and communic ation 
science s and disor der s .
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T he depar tment is  at  the for efr ont  of  developing innov ati ve ac ademic s and r e sear c h aimed at  pr omoting 
over all  health and well-being ;  pr eventing injur y and dis abil i t y ;  and helping those w ith i l lne s s ,  injur ie s ,  
phy sic al ,  ps yc hologic al ,  intellec tual ,  or  cognit i ve dis abil i t ie s lead f ull ,  s at is f ying,  and meaningf ul  l i ve s .

T he Doc tor of  Occ upational  T her apy Pr ogr am offer s entr y-level  and pos t-pr ofe s sional  pathway s .  T he 
Pr ogr am Dir ec tor  w il l  teac h,  over see daily  oper ations ,  and ensur e compliance w ith A COT E and ins t itut ional  
policie s .  Re sponsibil i t ie s include leading accr edit at ion pr oce s se s ,  annual  r epor t ing,  and pr ogr am 
a s se s sment s .  T he Dir ec tor  w il l  collabor ate w ith depar tment adminis tr at ion on sc heduling,  gr aduation 
clear ance s ,  and cour se completion ver ific ation.  T hey w ill  ad v ise on f ac ult y  a s signment s and s t aff hir ing,  
ser ve a s the pr imar y cont ac t  for  s tudent s ,  and engage in mar keting and r ecr uitment ac t i v it ie s to enhance 
pr ogr am v isibil i t y  and fos ter  communit y par tner ships .

T HE C OLLEGE
Our CEP H-accr edited College of  Public  Health embr ace s public  health in  all  i t s  discipl inar y for ms ,  fos ter ing 
impac tf ul  teac hing,  sc holar ship,  and inter discipl inar y collabor ations w ithin and out side the college.  T he 
College consis t s  of  ac ademic unit s  in  the public  health discipl ine s ,  health pr ofe s sions ,  and the S c hool  of  
S ocial  Wor k ,  enr oll ing appr oximately 4,200 s tudent s .  We v alue differ ence s among our f ac ult y  and believe 
that  we c an bet ter  ser ve and under s t and our communit ie s thr ough the di ver sit y  of  our f ac ult y.

T he College seek s to empower emer ging leader s ,  ad v ance excellence in inter pr ofe s sional  teac hing and 
applied pr ac tice,  dr i ve innov ation in r e sear c h,  develop sus t ainable communit y par tner ships ,  lead thr ough 
di ver sit y  and inclusion,  and engage our CP H communit y wor ldw ide.  We foc us muc h of  our wor k on social  
deter minant s of  health and social  jus t ice w ith s tr engths in c ancer,  obe sit y,  HI V,  subs t ance abuse,  ment al  
health condit ions ,  mobil i t y  r e sear c h,  cognit ion and language,  development al  dis abil i t ie s ,  or gan 
tr ansplant ation,  and aging.  College r e sear c h is  f unded by the National  Ins t itute s of  Health,  Depar tment of  
Defense,  National  S cience Foundation,  Center s for  Disea se Contr ol  and Pr evention,  major  pr i v ate 
foundations ,  and s t ate and feder al  agencie s .  T he College is  s t affed by a r obus t  complement of  sea soned 
pr ofe s sionals w ithin our Office s of  Communic ations and Mar keting,  Infor mation Tec hnolog y,  Re sear c h 
A dminis tr at ion,  and A c ademic Affair s .  Temple ’ s  Center for  the A d v ancement of  Teac hing pr ov ide s 
out s t anding pr ogr ams and one -on-one mentor ing to ins tr uc tor s to pr omote and suppor t  excellent  teac hing.

T HE UNI V ER SI T Y
Temple Uni ver sit y  is  an ur ban,  r e sear c h-intensi ve C ar negie R1 uni ver sit y  loc ated in his tor ic  and c ultur ally  
r ic h P hiladelphia,  the nation ’ s  6th lar ge s t  cit y.  T he cit y  wa s r anked thir d by T he New Yor k T ime s a s a  wor ld 
tour is t  de s tination.  T he National  S cience Foundation r ank s Temple among the top 100 uni ver sit ie s in  the 
countr y for  r e sear c h expenditur e s .  Temple is  the 6th lar ge s t  pr ov ider of  pr ofe s sional  educ ation in the 
nation and include s S c hools of  Medicine,  P har mac y,  P odiatr y,  L aw, and Dentis tr y,  a s well  a s r e sear c h 
center s .  I t  is  also home to Fox Cha se C ancer Center,  one of  the nation ’ s  fir s t  National  C ancer 
Ins t itute -de signated compr ehensi ve c ancer center s .

AP P LIC AN T S
P lea se email  a  cover let ter  det ail ing your inter e s t ;  
c ur r ic ulum v it ae ;  a  s t atement of  teac hing 
philosophy w ith specific at tention to di ver sit y,  
equit y  and inc lusion;  and the name s and cont ac t  
infor mation of  5  r efer ence s to Dr.  C ynthia 
A bbot t- G affney  at  
c ynthia.abbo t t- gaffney@temple.edu.

Dr.  A bbot t- G affney also is  av ailable should you 
have que s tions or  w ish to make a nomination.  
Applic ation r ev iew begins immediately and w ill  
continue until  the posit ion is  filled,  w ith a 
pr ojec ted f ac ult y s t ar t  date in Summer 2025.

Temple Uni ver sit y  is  an equal  oppor tunit y/affir mati ve ac t ion ins t itut ion.
People of  color,  women, veter ans ,  and per sons w ith dis abil i t ie s ar e encour aged to apply.

E XP L ORE ALL
FA CULT Y
OP P OR T UNI T IE S

There’s  a reason our faculty love Temple. . .  
hear directly from them!
cph.temple.edu/sta�video

mailto:cynthia.abbott-gaffney@temple.edu

